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 Welcome

Welcome to the 2015 Texas-EU Venture Growth Initiative. We believe the events we have scheduled 
will help reduce risk, open markets, and connect you with professionals in the Austin and Portuguese 
entrepreneurial ecosystems to help grow your companies in the United States and the European 
Union.

The Texas-EU Venture Growth Initiative grew out of the University Technology Enterprise Network 
(UTEN), itself a part of the larger UT Austin|Portugal partnership between the IC² Institute at The 
University of Texas at Austin and the Portuguese Science and Technology Foundation (FCT). UTEN’s 
goal is to lead, facilitate, and accelerate the commercialization of science and technology innovations 
created by Portuguese researchers. Based on a vision to become a network connecting universities, 
technology transfer offices, research laboratories, incubators, and professionals in Portugal, UTEN has 
grown into a leading program bridging the gap between early-stage innovations and the marketplace. 

Supported by the FCT, the IC² Institute launched the Global Startup Program in 2013 to provide 
business development, soft landing, incubation, and acceleration opportunities for Portuguese 
technology-based startups in the U.S. Participating ventures benefit from physical co-location space 
and feet-on-the-ground mentorship in Austin from an experienced team of business developers. 
The Program’s tangible outcomes speak for themselves: to date, firms in the program have had an 
economic impact of more $40 million in Portugal.

This year’s Venture Growth Initiative, a component of the 2015 Texas-EU Summit and the UT 
Austin|Portugal partnership, will facilitate networking and matchmaking among entrepreneurs, 
venture capital firms, angel investors, incubator directors and international service providers 
interested in actionable knowledge about doing business in Central Texas and the EU, with special 
emphasis on opportunities in Portugal and Austin. Its main goal is to deliver measurable business 
development for Central Texas and Portuguese technology firms. Participants, including Central Texas 
and Portuguese technology incubator directors, startup Founders, and venture capitalists, will learn 
about opportunities for launching or co-locating firms in the EU and in Central Texas.

We are excited to host this entrepreneurial initiative and hope you find it useful!

 Dr. Robert A. Peterson, Director, IC² Institute, The University of Texas at Austin

 Marco Bravo, Project Director,  IC² Institute, The University of Texas at Austin

 Dr. Bruce Kellison, Associate Director, IC² Institute, The University of Texas at Austin

Texas-EU Venture Growth Initiative 2015
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Welcome

Dr. Robert A. Peterson is Director, IC2 Institute, and Associate Vice President for Research 
at The University of Texas at Austin, where he holds the John T. Stuart III Centennial Chair.  
He has served as chairman of the Department of Marketing, associate dean for research 
in the McCombs School of Business, and interim director of the Office of Technology 
Commercialization at The University of Texas at Austin.  In 2006 he was named the 
American Marketing Association/McGraw-Hill Irwin Distinguished Marketing Educator 
and received the Berkman Service Award from the Academy of Marketing Science. Dr. 
Peterson is an erstwhile entrepreneur, having cofounded three companies.  In addition, 
he has served on the boards of several corporations and nonprofit entities as well as 
an advisory committee to the United States Bureau of the Census.    He occasionally 
testifies as an expert witness in litigation matters involving intellectual property and 
unfair competition.  

Dr. Bruce Kellison is Associate Director of the IC² Institute, The University of Texas at 
Austin. Since 1999, he has been responsible for strategic planning and research for 
the Bureau of Business Research, an applied economic research unit of the Institute 
that focuses on the competitiveness of Texas industries. He is former editor of Texas 
Business Review, a bi-monthly journal that disseminated business research to a wide 
readership of policymakers and business leaders. Recently, he has led research teams 
that have studied the opportunities and barriers to growth among Texas’ Black and 
Hispanic business owners, and another project on the economic impact of the Texas 
film, television, and video game incentive program. Under his leadership, the Bureau 
has won a number of research grants and contracts from a variety of sponsors, including 
the National Science Foundation, NASA, and the State of Texas.

Marco Bravo is a Project Director at the IC2 Institute of the University of Texas at Austin. 
His expertise focuses on entrepreneurial wealth creation, international innovation, 
and global technology commercialization. He is an Engineer with diverse international 
experience and education, as well as significant leadership and managerial experience 
in multinational business, consulting, academia, government, and startups with 
extensive cross-cultural literacy. 

Marco has co-founded three companies, had one successful exit. He managed a seed 
fund in Portugal, and actively mentored 120+ technology startups and entrepreneurs 
from multiple countries. Before coming to Texas, Marco has been adjunct faculty at 
the Universities of Minho and Porto. In industry, he served as Production Department 
Manager at Continental AG in Germany and in Portugal. Marco Bravo has also been 
Advisor and Chief of Staff of the State Secretary for Science, Technology and Higher 
Education where he implemented policies on the development of the Portuguese 
entrepreneurial ecosystem.

Marco Bravo

Project Director, IC2 Institute

Global Startup Program 
Portugal

Bruce Kellison

Director of Bureau of 
Business Research, IC2 

Institute

Robert A. Peterson

Director, IC2 Institute

Associate Vice President for 
Research

John T. Stuart III Centennial 
Chair in Business 
Administration
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Agenda

Organized by the IC2 Institute at The University of Texas at Austin:
 Marco Bravo

 Donovan Miller

 Bruce Kellison

 Diane Skubal

 Chris Meyers 

 Francesca Lorenzini

 Greg Pogue

 Rod Klassy

 Esther Orsborn

 Francisca Aroso

IC2 Institute Central
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Agenda

April 21, 2015 (Tuesday): arrive in Austin and check-in at hotel

8:30-9:30am        IC2 Institute: welcome session (Central: 2815 San Gabriel Street)

10:00-11:00am        Visit to TechRanch (9111 Jollyville Road, Suite 100)

11:30am-12:30pm  IC2 Institute’s Austin Technology Incubator (3925 West Braker Lane)

1:30-2:30pm        Visit to South-By-Southwest (400 Bowie St)

3:00-4:00pm          Visit to TechStars (412 Congress Ave. Suite 200)

4:30-5:30pm          Visit to Capital Factory (701 Brazos St)

7:00pm         Welcome dinner (Scholz Garten, 1607 San Jacinto St; invitation only)

April 23, 2015 (Thursday): Texas-Portugal Matchmaking Workshop 
AT&T Executive Education and Conference Center

1900 University Avenue

Austin, TX  78705

Room 106 

April 22, 2015 (Wednesday): site visits

7:30-8:30 am             Registration and breakfast

8:30-9:30 am             Opening session

9:30-10:00am           Coffee break (Networking/Matchmaking)

10:00am-12:00pm  PANEL 1: Value creation through incubation and acceleration

 10:00-11:30am        Roundtable

 11:30-12:00pm:       Discussion

12:00-1:00pm           Lunch (Networking/Matchmaking)

1:00-3:00pm             PANEL 2: Value creation through investor relations

1:00-2:30pm            Roundtable

 2:30-3:00pm            Discussion

3:00-3:30pm             Coffee break (Networking/Matchmaking)

3:30-5:00pm             PANEL 3: Value creation through market relationships

 3:30-4:30pm            Roundtable

 4:30-5:00pm            Discussion

5:00-5:30pm             Closing remarks

6:00-8:00pm (optional): Techstars Community Happy Hour with in-program founders/
entrepreneurs, local alumni, and mentors. Location: Clive Bar (609 Davis Street). Invite 
and registration required: http://techstarscommunityhhapril2015.splashtat.com/ 

http://techstarscommunityhhapril2015.splashthat.com/
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With a Gross State Product (GSP) of $1.5 billion and a five-year GSP growth of 3.4%,1 Texas consistently 
ranks as one of the country’s most favorable business climates due to its low tax burden and 
competitive regulatory environment. In Texas, aggregate costs for real estate, energy, wages and 
taxes are lower than those in the majority of other U.S. states.

Texas has one of the lowest state and local tax burdens in the nation, featuring no personal income 
tax. Overall, the state ranks 42nd among the 50 states in taxes paid per $1,000 of personal income. 
Texas consistently is one of the best states for business in numerous rankings. In terms of tech M&A 
and IPOs per state, Texas ranks 4th in the country.2 

Compared to other major business hubs, Austin is renowned for its high quality of life and 
affordability. The Council for Community & Economic Research states that living costs in Austin 
were  6-7% below the national average in 2013.

The Austin area was named the “Most Business-Friendly U.S. City” by the Kauffman Foundation in

Why Austin
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Why Austin

2013. In Austin one finds a thriving business base that includes enterprises in  technology, digital 
media, clean energy, and life sciences, advanced manufacturing, and data centers. It’s a dynamic 
business ecosystem that has provided consistent growth for some of the world’s most successful 
companies, including Dell, Whole Foods, Freescale, Facebook, Ebay/PayPal, GM, Samsung, and 
more. Austin places at or near the top of fDi Intelligence’s annual “American Cities of the Future” 
ranking, as well as Area Development’s “Leading Locations.” Forbes calls Austin “America’s No. 1 
Boom Town.” Austin tops the list of hot U.S. Cities that offer both job and culture according to U.S. 
News (July 2013). These evaluations are based on performance and on the criteria that businesses 
use for making location decisions—like workforce quality, capacity for innovation, low cost of 
doing business, and the quality of life that Central Texas affords. 

1- http://www.forbes.com/pictures/mli45elhjj/6-texas-3/

2- https://www.cbinsights.com/blog/tech-exits-state-ranking/
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Portuguese Participants
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•	 BEEVERYCREATIVE
•	 Cloud9im
•	 EDUBOX
•	 glymt
•	 Guberni
•	 Hype
•	 Intellicare
•	 Interactive Touch
•	 IP BRICK
•	 Mobiag
•	 nomadmovement
•	 PeekMed
•	 PepFeed
•	 Pharmassistant
•	 PhoneNear
•	 PURE
•	 QUIDBox
•	 Stemmatters 
•	 Strongstep
•	 SWORD Health
•	 Take the Wind
•	 WATGRID
•	 Crowdprocess
•	 SCRAIM

Portuguese Companies

•	 eggNEST
•	 Hovione Capital
•	 Caixa Capital – Sociedade de Capital de Risco, S.A.
•	 Portugal Capital Ventures - Sociedade de capital de Risco, 

S.A.

Portuguese Venture Funds

•	 Beta-i
•	 IEUA - Business Incubator of the University of Aveiro
•	 IPN - Pedro Nunes Institute (incubator|accelerator)
•	 Startup Braga
•	 Startup Lisboa
•	 Tecminho
•	 UPTEC – Science and Technology Park of University of Porto

Portuguese Incubators | Accelerators



COMPANIES
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Portuguese Companies C

•	 BEEVERYCREATIVE
•	 Cloud9im
•	 EDUBOX
•	 gymt
•	 Guberni
•	 Hype
•	 Intellicare
•	 Interactive Touch
•	 IP BRICK
•	 Mobiag
•	 nomadmovement
•	 PeekMed
•	 PepFeed
•	 Pharmassistant
•	 PhoneNear
•	 PURE
•	 QUIDBox
•	 Stemmatters 
•	 Strongstep
•	 SWORD Health
•	 Take the Wind
•	 WATGRID
•	 Crowd Process
•	 SCRAIM



Area: Personal 3D Printing

BEEVERYCREATIVE developed and sells personal 3D printers; the first printer 
launched, named BEETHEFIRST, received four international awards and was 
considered the best Plug & Print choice. In February 2015, the company 
debuted in the U.S. Three new products will be launched in 2015.

Goal for participating: 

Present BEEVERYCREATIVE to potential investors.

BEEVERYCREATIVE

Diogo Quental, CEO

+351 962001071 

dquental@beeverycreative.com 
Address: 

Rua Dr. Francisco Sá Carneiro, 11

 3830-191 Ílhavo, Portugal

Aurora Baptista,  Co-founder

Texas-EU Venture Growth Initiative 2015
Austin, Texas, April 22-23
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C

Host: IEUA
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Area: Music Messaging

Typing is the fun way to create messages with music and send them to 
friends.

Goal for participating: 

Looking for investment.

Rui Lopes , CEO

+351 934 518 292 

rui.lopes@typing.to 

Address:

Praça Conde de Agrolongo, n° 123

4700-312 Braga, Portugal.

C

Host: Startup Braga
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Host: IEUA
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Area: Education, software, hardware and global projects

Edubox SA, a spinoff from the University of Aveiro, is a technology-based 
company  born in 2010.

Specializing in software development and design management platforms, 
Edubox  provides consultancy services in terms of implementing  comprehensive 
educational projects.

Its wide network of strategic partnerships in different areas, has enabled it to 
develop optimized solutions of software / hardware and services.

In its second year of activity, Edubox was named the Portuguese Association 
of Technology Parks, Best Company Start-up. In the same year, it became the 
national market leader in the segment of municipal management platforms, 
and started to export its solutions in different countries (Brazil, Angola, 
Mozambique, Spain, Equatorial Guinea).

Developing and maintaining relationships with customers, both locally and 
globally and working with them to design and develop the technologies and 
solutions they need, Edubox has achieved an annual turnover of around 3 
million Euros. About 25% of its turnover comes from foreign markets.

Currently the company has an elite multidisciplinary team with experience 
and high level of technical expertise composed of 40 qualified professionals 
with the proper know-how for the development of pioneering and innovative 
solutions in the education sector. 

Its short-term goal involves penetrating new markets and expanding its 
portfolio of applications and services.

Goal for participating: 

Get introduced to the American market, find partners and investors.

Amaral Carvalho, CEO

+351963946477

amaral@edubox.p

Address:

Antiga Fabrica de Moagens de Aveiro, 
Rua Calouste Gulbenkian, Edificio A, 

Gabinete 31.2.36, 

3810-074 Aveiro, Portugal

C
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Glymt

Area: Video

Glymt aims to democratize the supply and licensing of tailored and rights- 
managed short video content. In its two-sided marketplace, brands, 
marketers and video producers can crowdsource detailed short video 
in real time from local everyday filmmakers already on the spot and now 
empowered byHD-capable devices.

With Glymt, anyone can freely search the world to discover or revisit places 
through short videos. Our community answers requests matched by 
interests, location, and equipment. 

Goal for participating: 

Startup networking, user testing and seed fundraising prospects.Amaral Carvalho, CEO and Co-founder

email: nunobartolo88@gmail.com

Address:

Praça Conde Agrolongo, nº123, 

4700-312 Braga, Portugal

C

Host: IEUA
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Guberni

Area: IT and Cloud Monitoring

Guberni is a software as a service company that offers cloud and IT monitoring 
services.

Guberni’s product, Tellki, is an open monitoring platform for DevOps built to 
simplify custom monitoring. With Tellki, setting up custom monitors is as simple 
as using its default monitors. It combines external monitoring with a unique 
agent-based technology to monitor, analyze and visualize server applications or 
any other metric.

Tellki allows DevOps teams to centrally create, test and deploy any monitoring 
and scripts to their servers in real time, drastically reducing the time they spend 
setting up and managing their monitoring.

With Tellki, developers and system admintrators can deploy any monitoring for 
1, 10, 100 or more than 1000 servers in seconds. And the technology involved 
allows them to do more than just monitor with Tellki: they can implement 
corrective actions and automate all their tasks in their servers.

Goal for participating:

 Looking for investment and launching Tellki in the USA.

Pedro Laranjo, CEO

+351 917006731

pedro.laranjo@guberni.com

Address: 

Rua Pedro Nunes, Instituto Pedro 
Nunes Edifício D

 3030-199 Coimbra, Portugal

C

Host: IPN
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Area: Mobile

Mobile app that allows communications even without any service or a web 
connection.

Goal for participating: 

Discover opportunities for co-locating firm in Texas, search for investment 
opportunities, learn more about Texas’ startup scene, networking.

Carlos Lei, CEO and Co-founder

+351 919 962 316 

carlos.lei@tryhype.co

carlosleisantos (skype)

@carlosleisantos (twitter)

Address:

Rua Alfredo Allen, n.º 455/461, 4200-
135 Porto 

or

Rua do Almada, n.º 152 3rd floor , 
room n.º 3, 4200 -135 Porto 

Hype C

Host: UPTEC
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Area: ICT provider for eHealth and Active and Assisted Living (AAL)

Intellicare’s ambition is to be a global player in specialized technology that 
enables “ageing well” at home by combining health biomarkers, environmental 
data, context awareness and artificial intelligence. Healthier and independent 
living at home improves quality of life, and the quality of the services 
provided while reducing operational costs. The addition of reasoning to the 
data collected from smart sensors (medical and environmental) is its key 
differentiation strategy. 

Intellicare developed the OneCare product line, now being sold in Portugal 
and piloted in other European countries. OneCare supports eHealth, and 
Active and Assisted Living solutions that promote independent living at home 
by senior citizens, delaying transfer to assisted residences and nursing homes. 
Product development is now focused on our data analytics “OneCare – Open 
Intelligent Alarm System” which fuses data from sensors and wearable sensors 
and environmental data to enhance long-term monitoring.

Intellicarehas been active since 2008. In the past two years its accumulated 
revenues were 766K€ and the forecast for the upcoming years are 2015: 613K€; 
2016: 830K€ and 2017: 1,200K€. Until 2014 it was commercially active in Portugal 
and had pilot projects in Sweden, Italy and Spain. As of the 2nd  quarter of 
2015 it will be commercially present in Portugal and Sweden. The clients are 
primarily SMEs that offer  “social work activities without accommodation for 
the elderly and disabled” and health authorities as they are the entities that are 
closer to end-users. OneCare provides added value as end-users can prolong 
their stay at home and caregivers can provide services with extra added value 
with lower operational costs and address a larger set of end-users.

Goal for participating: 

Intellicare is following an internationalization strategy with a focus on four 
regions in Europe (where AAL and eHealth markets are already active), and the 
the U.S. and Canada. The goal of this mission is to find investors to support 
internationalization efforts and to find companies (commercial or technical 
partners) that can use or sell the OneCare product lines that, either using one of 
the current business models, SaaS, or licensing integrating OneCare powered 
services in teir offering or using OneCare as middleware and integrating it into 
their ICT offer or services

António Damasceno, Product 
Manager

adamasceno@isaenergy.pt

Address:

Rua Pedro Nunes, Instituto Pedro 
Nunes Edifício D,

3030-199 Coimbra, Portugal

IntellicareC

Host: IPN
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Area: Interactive and Holographic Systems 

Interactive Touch develops interaction systems with the user through gestures 
or touch, making any area interactive, like tables, floors, walls, windows, etc., 
but its major innovation is focused on holographic systems. 

Goal for participating: 

Our aim is to obtain more information about foreign markets, potential 
customers and working partnerships. Internationalization is a very present 
objective of our company. If possible, we would also like to have university 
students develop with us.

Paulo Ricardo Teixeira Cunha, CEO

 +351967683635

Address:

Parque da Ciência e Tecnologia Ave-
park

Zona Industrial da Gandra

4805-017 Barco 

Guimarães, Portugal

Interactive Touch C

Host: TecMinho
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Area: ICT

IP BRICK Solutions are designed to improve productivity while using 
enterprise communications in four main areas: unified  communications,  mail 
& groupware, document and process management, and enterprise social 
networking.  By providing easy integration across these four domains, IPBrick 
solutions can aditionally offer mail archiving (by integrating mail & groupware 
and document and process management), contact center by integrating unified 
communications with document and process management, and can improve 
company awareness at the workplace by integrating unified communications 
with, its Enterprise Social Network.

Goal for participating: 

Distribution|representation, partners.
Raul Oliveira, CEO

+351933260472

oliveira@ipbrick.com

Address: 

Rua de Passos Manuel 68, 4000-381 
Porto, Portugal

IP BRICKC
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CMobiag

Area: SaaS solutions for the shared-mobility market

Mobiag is a solutions provider to the car-sharing industry. created to implement 
with a vision of networked car-sharing - that will be a true alternative to private 
car ownership.

Mobiag’s application of the roaming concept to the car-sharing industry 
distributes the investment effort needed to achieve truly functional network 
coverage and density in a given market, while, limiting excess capacity that 
drives down profits.

We have built two industry-leading SaaS systems – Network Platform and 
mobiCS – and are working with our clients, ranging from entrepreneurs to 
manufacturers to cities on two continents to deliver clever mobility to all 
stakeholders.

Goal for participating: 

•	Better understand the dynamics of launching in the US market and identufy 
potential support networks and resources.

•	Identify with  Austin municipal authority to better understand the local car-
sharing market.

•	Broaden our network of potential US investors, clients,and partners in view of 
a late-2015, early-2016 US launch.

João T. Félix,  Founder & CEO

+ 351 919 611 982

joao.felix@mobiag.com

Address:

Rua da Prata, 80

1100 Lisboa

Portugal

Host: Startup Lisboa
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C nomadmovement

Area: website, travel | social network, or online platform

nomadmovement will give users a forum to retain memories and share their 
travel experiences, whether they’re from 1976 or last week; connect likeminded 
travelers, building profiles, followers, friends and sharing travel experiences; 
allow people to research their next adventures; or escape by wandering 
through other people’s travel diaries.

Keeping travel memories

The digital era has given us a lot but it also has its downfalls. One of them is 
how easily people lose their travel memories: from flash drives to computer 
folders and scattered across different types of social networks (Facebook for 
friends and family, Instagram for pictures, Twitter for notes and YouTube for 
videos). We are creating a solution to help travelers keep all their travel records 
in one place, allowing them to relive their holidays whenever they wish to do 
so.

 Connecting people

nomadmovement’s social component enables users to interact with one 
another. User can create creating individual profiles, search for likeminded 
nomads, make friends, follow people whose travel styles they like, comment 
on others’ travel diaries, and build a «travel empire». Users alsocan create 
travel diaries with a mixture of pictures, video, descriptions, tips and hints, and 
website links.

Researching future trips

nomadmovement will also change the way people research their next 
adventures by being able to searchby keyword, browse people’s travel diaries 
and, search by location. Focusing on travel, nomadmovement will provide 
one-stop social media tool for travelers, getting advice from people who have 
been there and being inspired by real adventures.

The tripadvisor.com traveler photos give people the opportunity to share real 
images of a location; nomadmovement will also give users the chance to show 
real travel experiences, not just glossy «management photos» featured on  
other websites.

Goal for participating: 
We want to start networking outside of Portugal and learn from people that 
are a few or large steps ahead of us. 

João Miguel Dias Monteiro, CEO

  +351 963669704

email:joaomdmonteiro@gmail.com

http://www.nomadmovement.com/
login/

Host: UPTEC
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CPeekMed

Area: MedTech

A 3D tool for the surgical planning process. An orthopedic surgeon can use our 
tool to analyze the surgery’s potential impact  in a powerful 3D environment.

Goal for participating: 

Contacts/clients, partnerships, investment.

João Pedro Ribeiro, CEO

 joao.ribeiro@peekmed.com

Address: 

Edifício GNRATION

Praça Conde Agrolongo, nº123 4705-
524 Braga - Portugal

Host: Startup Braga
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C PepFeed

Area: eCommerce

PepFeed is a shopping assistant that helps consumers choose their next 
gadgets wisely while saving time and money.

Goal for participating: 

Looking for investment.

Daniel Loureiro, CEO and Founder

daniel@pepfeed.com

Address:

Edificio GNRation, Praça Conde 
Agrolongo 123, 4705-524 Braga, 

Portugal

Host: Startup Braga
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CPharmassistant

Area:  Mobile Health 

We developed a smart pill box that alerts the patient when it’s time to take 
the medicines inside it. Thanks to the opening sensor, it also records when the 
box is opened and can easily connect to a smartphone, tablet or smartwatch 
to provide relevant notifications and motivate the user to comply with his/her 
treatment.

Goal for participating: 

PharmAssistant is already part of the Global Startup program, so the main goal 
of this trip would be to meet our interlocutors in the University of Texas, get to 
know better the entrepreneurial and business ecosystem in Austin, and also 
attend some meetings with stakeholders of our company, scheduled previously 
in coordination with our contact at IC2 Institute at the University of Texas.

Diogo Ortega , CEO

+351 918 491 600

amaral@edubox.pt

https://www.linkedin.com/in/dio-
goortega

https://www.twitter.com/diogo_orte-
ga (twitter)

Address:

Rua da Prata, 81, 1Esq, 1100-414 
Lisboa, Portugal

Host: Startup Lisboa
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C PhoneNear

Area: Mobile Internet Services

Smartphones and services are locked in proprietary silos – Apple, Google, 
Microsoft, etc. No true service platform existsacross hardware manufacturers 
and operating systems. What if you could use your phone from any other 
computer or device, at any time, no matter where you are? PhoneNear connects 
your phone directly or over the cloud to any other computer or device creating 
a true cross-platform experience. PhoneNear providesvoice calls, messaging, 
notifications and everything else happening on your phone direct to your 
desktop. Remain connected at all times when away or just use the phone from 
the convenience of a keyboard, even when you have it with you.

Goal for participating: 

•	Networking.

•	Getting feedback on the product. 

•	Exploring funding opportunities.

Marco Leal, CEO and Co-founder

 +351 968690229

marco.leal@imobilemagic.com

pt.linkedin.com/in/mleal/

Address:

Rua do Parque Poente, 39, Loteamen-
to das Caldas – Sequeira 4719-005 

Braga, Portugal

Host: Startup Braga
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CPURE

Area: Mobile Dating

Pure is today’s hangout app, Uber for dates. The goal is to bring singles together 
in real time. Key features include a one-hour search for people that are looking 
to hang out, a simple way to find out if the other person is interested, a clean 
slate everyday, and a one-hour limit to seal the deal.

Goal for participating: 

We are about to setup our US office,  and seekpre-seed investors and advisors.

Roman Sidorenko, CEO and co-founder

+1 347 7662652

roman@getpure.org

www.linkedin.com/in/sidorenkor

https://twitter.com/sidorenkor (twit-
ter)

Address: 

Beta-i

Avenida Casal Ribeiro 28 - 8.andar 
1000-013 

Lisbon 

Portugal

Host: Beta-i
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C

Area: IPTV, OTT;

QUIDBox is an innovative device that aims to revolutionize the existing model of 
use and interaction with TV and set-top boxes, transforming this combination 
in an active center of entertainment and family communication. This device 
changes the paradigm of using television, giving a low-cost solution that 
allows doing video calls, playing family games, shopping online, using utility 
apps, and|or  accessing media content on different  family mobile devices. All 
of this through a new, simple and intuitive interaction interface that uses a 
combination of gestures and voice commands.

The QuidBox was distinguished with a CES Innovations Awards and awarded 
with honorable mention, going to the final of the contest. This was a crucial 
step since it was purchased by a team that believes in this work.

Goal for participating: 

Establish contacts with potential customers, partners, and investors.

PauloSilva, CEO

 +351 9191555 75

psilva@quidbox.pt

Addresses:

Rua Cónego Constantino Sotto Mayor

41 4715 – 286 Braga, Portugal

or

Edifício GNRation Praça Conde 
Agrolongo

123 4705-524 Braga, Portugal

QUIDBox

Host: Startup Braga
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C

Area: Biotechnology

Stemmatters is a regenerative medicine company started in academia: 3B’s 
Research Group, which has an excellent track record in biomaterials and tissue 
engineering. 

Stemmatters targets expanding osteoarticular applications in a market estimated 
in excess of 6 billion €. 

It Develops new therapeutic products and medical devices for repair and 
protection of cartilage, which go beyond current competitors’ productsand 
revolutionize standard of care and has a complementary IP portfolio comprising 
6 patent applications (2 additional under preparation). 

Investment totaly 1.4 million € (start-up stage) to date, leveraged by 2.2 million 
€ in R&D grants. 

Stemmatters is currently raising Series A to support: 

  - Expansion of R&D and management team; 

  - Clinical studies. 

Goal for participating: 

Develop new business opportunities in order to raise Stemmatters brand/
recognition in the regenerative medicine community. Develop potential 
investor|partner business relationships.

Cristina Correia, R&D Senior Scientist 
at Stemmatters

+351 253540100

ccorreia@stemmatters.com

Address:

Parque da Ciência e Tecnologia Ave-
park

Zona Industrial da Gandra

4805-017 Barco 

Guimarães, Portugal

Stemmatters Biotecnologia e Medicina Regenerativa 

Host: TecMinho
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C

Area: Software, Information Technology, Internet

Strongstep is a company specializing in software engineering that improves 
software qualityaround the world.

With international customers from around industries, including banking and 
capital, information and communications technology, healthcare, and retail, 
Strongstep’s mission is to promote the improvement of software development 
processes through the implementation of practices that address people, 
processes, and tools.

Goal for participating: 

We seek opportunities to expand our  internationl horizon and we believe 
that this is a way to develop our network and possibly establish strategic 
partnerships in order to improve foreign market performance and sales 
abroad, aiming at the US market.

We also consider that our core-business and expertise are suitable to US 
customers needs, requiring only a “push” of a player already in that market.

Pedro Castro Henriques, CEO and 
Co-founder

+351919524450

pedroch@strongstep.pt

www.strongstep.pt

Strongstep – Innovation in Software Quality

Host: UPTEC
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CTake the Wind

Area: Digital Health 

Body Interact™ by Take the Wind delivers the world’s most advanced 3D medical 
training platform that accelerates critical thinking and clinical decision-making 
for acute and chronic care. 

Body Interact™’s immersive touchscreen experience offers professionals and 
students a collaborative life-like cloud platform, adaptable across dozens 
of clinical case scenarios, including emergency, cardiology, respiratory, 
neurology, endocrinology, and infectious disease. Our product improves 
patient  diagnosis and outcomes and reduces medical errors. 

Body Interact™ enables competency-based education and is customizable 
for education (medical, nursing and paramedics), continued professional 
development (hospitals and clinics, simulation centers) and product training 
(pharma, drug and device providers).

Goal for participating: 

Sales, distribution/representation, partners, investment.

Sara Reis 

 +1 512-988-2862

sara@takethewind.com

Addresses:

Rua Pedro Nunes, Aceleradora do 
Instituto Pedro Nunes, Ed. D. 

3030-199 Coimbra, Portugal 

Host: IPN



C

Texas-EU Venture Growth Initiative 2015
Austin, Texas, April 22-23

32

C Crowdprocess

Area: Scientific computing 

CrowdProcess has built a computing platform for researchers to use for free. 
The algorithms - open source - used in the platform are adapt by CrowdProcess 
to fill industry needs - now focused in the financial industry.

Goal for participating: 

Establishing new partnerships with academia.

Joao Abiul Menano, CFO and Founder

joaomenano@crowdprocess.com

https://crowdprocess.com/

Addresses:

Rua da Prata n80

1149-027 Lisbon, Portugal

Host: Startup Lisboa
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CWATGRID

Area: Clean Tech, Industrial Tech

WATGRID proposes an innovative system for liquid monitoring. The system is 
based on a patent-pending fiber optical technology that allows for real-time 
monitoring of physical parameters of liquids at relatively low cost. The sensor 
is complemented with proprietary software for classification and anomaly 
detection. It can be used for the optimization of wine production as well as for 
water-quality monitoring.

Goal for participating: 

Looking for partnerships and investors.

Rogério Nogueira, CEO

rogerio.nogueira@watgrid.com

Address:

Incubadora de Empresas da Universi-
dade de Aveiro

Campus Universitário de Santiago

3810-193 Aveiro,  Portugal

Host: IEUA
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C WYgroup

Area:  Mobile Development and Digital Marketing

We have developed a leading mobile applications since 2009, integrating UX/UI 
and keen native knowledge in both iOS and Android OS’s.

Goal for participating: 

Understand the mobile development market and analyze the potential to start a 
sales office in the Austin area.

Pedro Janela CEO 

pedro.janela@wygroup.net

Address: 

WYgroup

Av. Marginal, Ed Parque Oceano, 4º 
Santo Amaro Oeiras, 2730-332 Oeiras, 

Portugal
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CCSCRAIM

Area: Internet, Cloud, SaaS

SCRAIM is an online service for project management, based on adaptable processes, 
that helps standardize best practices and revolutionizes the implementation of 
international certifications.

Goal for participating:  

- The U.S. market is our main target for the next year and we want to make contacts 
and partnerships in order to get there.

- Incubation in a local acceleration program is a real option for us.

-  We are also in our 1st round of investment (in negotiations) and plan to participate 
in this event as a good opportunity to make contacts with other investors.

César Duarte, Head of Development 
and Operations

 +351 910 169 955

cesar.duarte@scraim.com

www.scraim.com

Person representing: Pedro Castro Henriques

+351919524450

pedroch@strongstep.pt

Host: UPTEC
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•	 eggNEST

•	 Hovione Capital

•	 Caixa Capital – Sociedade de Capital de Risco, S.A.
•	 Portugal Capital Ventures - Sociedade de capital de 

Risco, S.A.
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 eggNEST

Seed Capital

•	 Invested 700K Eur in 7 companies. In three years these companies generated 3.5M Eur in revenues and employ nearly 
70 people.

Goal for participating:

Networking and state-of-art seed investment knowledge.

Address:
eggNEST

Av. Marginal, Ed Parque Oceano, 4º Santo Amaro 
Oeiras, 2730-332 Oeiras

Portugal

Pedro Janela, CEO 

 pj@eggNEST.org

VF
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Hovione Capital

Venture Capital

Hovione Capital leverages its parent company’s 55 years of experience in the pharmaceutical and medical device sector 
to invest and support medical technology, e-/m-health, wearables and digitally charged products that improve patient 
compliance, patient and medical information, and ultimately, a better life.

Goal for participating:

Networking and state-of-art seed Investment knowledge networking with entrepreneurs, investors, scientists and other 
VCs, identifying investment opportunities and potentially identifying co-investment partners for projects under evalua-
tion.

Address:
Hovione Capital

Estrada do Paço do Lumiar, Campus do Lumiar, 
Edificio R, 1649-038 Lisboa

Portugal

Gonçalo Rebelo de Andrade, PhD, MBA

General Manager, Hovione Capital

Business Development Manager, Hovione

T. +351 21 984 7619 | M. +351 91 541 8003     

gandrade@hovione.com  |  www.hovione.com

gandrade@hovionecapital.com 
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Caixa Capital – Sociedade de Capital de Risco, S.A.

Venture Capital

Digital Life, Enterprise IT, Medtech, Life Sciences/Pharma,  Cleantech, Industrial Tech

Caixa Capital is the private equity and venture capital arm of  Caixa Geral de Depósitos Group, which is 100% controlled 
by the Portuguese state and the country’s largest banking group. Caixa Capital has operated in Portugal for almost a 
quarter century, with a prominent position in the market in terms of portfolio size, funds under management, amounts 
invested and several international partnerships throughout Europe. Caixa Capital’s mission is to invest in funds and 
business projects led by qualified management teams with high growth and valuation potential, with good prospects 
of providing an adequate return on capital and contributing to the generation of wealth and social well-being in a 
responsible and sustainable manner.

Goal for participating:

To network with local investors and incubators / accelerators

To better understand the opportunities for existing portfolio companies to potentiate their commercialization 
strategies in the U.S. market through the Austin venture/technology ecosystem.

Address:
Caixa Capital – Sociedade de Capital de Risco, S.A

Rua Barata Salgueiro 33, 1st floor

1269-057 Lisbon

Portugal

Stephan I Morais , CEO

stephan.morais@caixacapital.pt

VF
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Portugal Ventures

Venture Capital & Private Equity investments.

Technology (Software, Hardware, Web, Mobile) and HealthCare (Life Sciences, eHealth, Medical Technologies)

Portugal Ventures focuses its venture capital investments in innovative, scientific and technology-based companies with 
competitive advantages for global markets. We partner with exceptional entrepreneurs, assisting them in achieving new 
levels of competitiveness and success at all stages of development and enabling high-growth Portuguese companies to 
achieve global status. Assets under management: €450 million.

Goal for participating:

Establish connections with entrepreneurs, venture capital professionals, and incubator directors to explore 
opportunities for business development, venture capital investment and M&A for Portuguese tech portfolio companies.

Address:
Portugal Capital Ventures - Sociedade de capital de Risco, S.A.

Edifício Arcis, Rua Ivone Silva, 6, 12º, 1050-124 Lisboa, Portugal

Tel.: (+351) 211 589 100; Fax.: (+351) 211 589 149

www.portugalventures.pt

João Pereira, Technology Investment Director         

Av. Dr. Antunes Guimarães, 103, 4100-079 Porto

(+351) 932269898 

joao.pereira@portugalventures.pt



Incubators



Portuguese Incubators | Accelerators I

•	 Beta-i

•	 IEUA - Business Incubator of the University of Aveiro

•	 IPN - Pedro Nunes Institute (Incibator|accelerator)

•	 Startup Braga

•	 Startup Lisboa

•	 TecMinho

•	 UPTEC – Science and Technology Park of University of 
Porto
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I Beta-i

Non-profit built by Entrepreneurs for the Entrepreneurs International Startup Accelerator Lisbon Challenge

Beta-i is a non-profit founded in Lisbon in 2010, with the mission of innovating entrepreneurship. Our goal is to create 
and stimulate a culture of entrepreneurship and innovation in the Lisbon ecosystem by attracting entrepreneurs 
and key players around the world to interact and participate in the local community. Beta-i is currently known for 
Lisbon Challenge, a 3-month acceleration program for tech startups looking to go global, find investment and 
achieve product-market fit; as well as for Beta-innovation, the corporate branch of Beta-i, which provides innovation 
consultancy to external clients, as well as tailored acceleration programs for specific initiatives. Beta-i was considered 
the biggest startup & entrepreneurship promoter in Europe by the European Enterprise Promotion Awards in June 
2014. Our events are the largest startup gatherings in Portugal, including the Explorers Festival, Seedcamp Lisbon, 
Silicon Valley Comes to Lisbon, Sandbox Lisbon, Startup Weekend and the first TEDx in Portugal. 

Goal for participating:

Understanding the Austin ecosystem, identifying partners, presenting some of our best startups, searching for new 
mentors and investors, reach a more structured partnership with UT Austin.

Address:
Beta-i

Avenida Casal Ribeiro 28 - 8.andar 

1000-013 Lisbon 

Portugal

Ricardo Marvão, Co-founder & Board Member 

ricardo.marvao@beta-i.pt 

+351.925323585 

pt.linkedin.com/in/ricardomarvao/ (Linkedin)

www.twitter.com/rmarvao(Twitter)
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UA Entrepreneurial | IEUA

The University of Aveiro (UA) is an internationally renowned institution that has 16 departments, 4 polytechnic 
schools and 18 research units, encompassing about 15,000 students and 900 professors. A pioneer in promoting 
entrepreneurship, the university carries out activities that convert knowledge into economic value, creating innovative 
products and solutions that contribute towards technological and scientific progress and towards society. This action 
is dynamized by the University of Aveiro Transfer and Technology Unit (UATEC) and the University of Aveiro Business 
Incubator (IEUA).

IEUA was created in 1996 and its mission is to encourage and support the creation, development and sustained growth 
of new companies by promoting capacity building and, offering work areas, equipment, services and a network of 
partners geared toward creating value. Its physical infrastructures encompass three buildings (IEUA Edifício 1; IEUA 
Fábrica; IEUA Santa Joana), with approximately 2000 m² divided into individual offices, co-working offices, shared 
divisions and services bureaus.

IEUA participates in the entrepreneurial dynamics associated with the knowledge ecosystem, in close cooperation 
with the Aveiro Entrepreneurial project, the Aveiro Region Business Incubator (IERA), and the Network of Business 
Incubators of the Central Region (RIERC).

In 2014, IEUA was considered one of the best incubators in the world by winning the category “Return on Investment” 
and receiving second place in the general classification of the prize “Best Science Based Incubator” promoted by the 
Technopolicy Network Network and the Centre for Strategy & Evaluation Services (CSES). 

Address:

Incubadora de Empresas da Universidade de Aveiro

Campus Universitário de Santiago, Edifício 1

3810-193 Aveiro

Portugal
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I IEUA - Business Incubator of the University of Aveiro

Incubation and acceleration programs

IEUA’s support for the incubation and acceleration of companies, generated from knowledge acquired at UA is 
developed via the IEUA Start and IEUA Graduate programs, which offer integrated spaces and services adapted to 
the specific needs to each entrepreneurship stage, from the definition of the business idea to the autonomy of the 
business and its consolidation in international markets, and costs proportional to the incubation area used.

The IEUA Start incubation program, lasting a total of 3 years, is divided into four consecutive stages. The first, PRE 
START, is geared towards consolidating the business idea and the creation of the product or service, developing the 
business model, the business plan, proof of concept and market validation, as well as increasing the skills of the 
company’s developers, which means that they can test and evaluate if forming a company is viable. The START stage 
assists with the initial implementation of business activities and strategy. The START UP stage involves increasing 
sales and the number of clients, organizing the internationalization process and obtaining investors. During the final 
stage, START GO, the internationalization process, financial sustainability and business autonomy are consolidated, 
without the assistance of the incubation program. With the completion of this program, companies have the capacity 
to develop their activity independently, though they may also join the IEUA Graduate program.

The IEUA Graduate accelerator program, which lasts 2 years, is directed towards business scalability and growth in 
foreign markets, particularly those that successfully conclude the IEUA Start incubation program. This incubation 
program is geared towards the consolidation of the business plan and model, as well as the internationalization 
process, increasing the value of intellectual property rights and attracting corporate and private investors that will 
contribute towards the rapid and sustained growth of the participating companies.

Goal for participating:

Empower and promote our startups, giving them exposure to investors, entrepreneurs, like-minded companies, and 
consumers in the U.S.

Celso Guedes de Carvalho, General Manager

celso.carvalho@ua.pt 

+351 924 460 770
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IIPN-Incubadora

Business Incubation

IPN-INCUBADORA is an independent entity, “the armed arm” of Instituto Pedro Nunes (IPN) and University of Coimbra, 
to support tech-based entrepreneurship. 

The objectives of the incubator are: (1) To stimulate and support the launch and development of innovative and 
technology-based projects and advanced services in the early stage of development, and (2) To promote a regional 
culture of technological and innovative entrepreneurship.

IPN-INCUBADORA has one dedicated building but is part of IPN’s complex of facilities: five buildings with different 
valences and characteristics: business incubation offices; co-working spaces; business acceleration; 6 R&D laboratories 
- informatics, automation, materials, geotechnics, chemistry and phytopathology; business support; highly specialized 
training, and rapid prototyping facilities.

The incubator always works in close cooperation with all of IPN’s departments and the Technology Transfer Office of 
the University of Coimbra. 

Address:

IPN-Incubadora

Rua Pedro Nunes

3030-199 Coimbra

Portugal
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I IPN-Incubadora

The Business Incubator

- 1,700 m2 space for business installations

- 50 furnished incubation modules in various sizes (from 20 to 66 m2)

- Capacity to simultaneously host around 35 startup companies

- Over 60 incubation applications received per year

- Over 220 companies supported, since 1995

- 75% survival rate for supported companies

- 2,000 highly qualified direct jobs created

- Annual business turnover of €75 million (2013)

- Export rate of 35%

Goal for participating:

Develop partnerships with local incubators and investors. Looking for business opportunities for our incubatees.

Paulo Santos, Executive Director

psantos@ipn.pt  

+351 918110040
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IStartup Braga

Business Accelerator

Startup Braga is an innovation hub designed to assist the inception and development of high-potential entrepreneurial 
projects for international markets. 

At Startup Braga, entrepreneurs have access to pre-acceleration, acceleration and incubation programs developed in 
a 4400 m2 campus located in the city center.

The 7 teams participating in the 2014 edition of the acceleration program raised over 1.7 million euros in funding 
even before the demo day.  During the program, we connect Startups with national and international entrepreneurs, 
investors, industry experts, and executives. We also provide office space 24/7, access to a network of startup providers, 
top-notch workshops, and a community of over 30 startups. In the end, startups have the opportunity to participate 
in our international roadshow. No equity is taken.

Our community has 36 startups and more than 100 entrepreneurs.

Goal for participating:

•	 Leverage our International network. 

•	 Learn and share best practices.

•	 Help our startups enter the U.S. market.

Address:
Startup Braga

Edifício GNRATION

Praça Conde Agrolongo, nº123

4705-524 Braga

 Portugal
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I  Startup Braga

Carlos Oliveira, InvestBraga’s President

carlos.oliveira@investbraga.com

Tiago Gomes Sequeira, Startup Braga’s Director

Tiago.sequeira@investbraga.com

+351 919759328 
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IStartup Lisboa

Tech areas:  Mobile, software development, web platforms, marketplace. 

As Lisbon’s top incubator, Startup Lisboa supports the creation of companies and tracks their first years of activity, 
providing entrepreneurs and companies with office space as well as a support structure to maximize their chances for 
success. Mentoring, a link to strategic partners, access to angel investors, venture capital or loan funds, help with business 
basics, networking activities, communication and work spaces are among the services offered. Startup Lisboa is the place 
to success.

Achievements:

+ 200 Startups Supported

+ 700 Jobs Created

100 Mentors

80 Partnership

Awards:

•	 London Web Summit People’s Choice awards for the Best Accelerators or Incubators in Europe | Startup Lisboa 
Europe’s top 4 Accelerators and Incubators.- EEPA - European Enterprise Promotion Award - “Startup Lisboa: Building 
a city of entrepreneurs”.

•	 Portugal Ventures - Partner of The Year Award 2013.

Address:

Startup Lisboa

Rua da Prata, 80, 1100-420 Lisbon

 Portugal
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I Startup Lisboa

Goal for participating:

•	 Share experiences.

•	 Connecting companies and potential partners.

•	 Contacts with potential mentors and partners for Startup Lisboa.

•	 Inspiration.

Maria Guimarães, Office Manager and events

maria.guimaraes@startuplisboa.com

+351 917123075 
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ITecMinho – The University-Enterprise Association

Technology transfer and technology-based spin-off companies

TecMinho is a private non-profit association founded in 1990 by the University of Minho (one of Portugal’s largest 
universities). TecMinho supports researchers in transferring their research results to the markete, and connects 
entrepreneurs, technologies, and market opportunities to develop new successful ventures. Over the last 15 years, 
TecMinho promoted more than 300 technologies of the University of Minho in national and international markets and 
has established about 400 R&D contracts with industry. It has also filed 160 patent applications and helped create 120 
innovative companies. In the field of entrepreneurship, TecMinho supports technology-based spin-off companies in pre-
seed and seed stages through ideation, business planning, mentoring, investment/financing and internationalization.   

Goal for participating:

•	 Exchange good practices on entrepreneurial universities, entrepreneurship ecosystems, high-tech business 
incubation and business acceleration programs. 

•	 Find partners in the US that provide incubation facilities, financing/investment and specialized acceleration programs. 

•	 Support companies based in the US to settle in Portugal, namely in business incubators that are part of University of 
Minho’s entrepreneurship ecosystem (Northern Portugal). 

Address:

TecMinho - The University-Enterprise Association

University of Minho, Campus Azurem 

4800-058 Guimaraes

Portugal  

Augusto Ferreira, Managing Director 

aferreira@tecminho.uminho.pt

+351 253 510590
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I UPTEC – Science and Technology Park of University of Porto

Science and Technology Park

UPTEC - Science and Technology Park of University of Porto is a structure created to support knowledge transfer between 
the university and the market.

UPTEC is thus an instrument created by the University of Porto to support its third mission - the enhancement of 
knowledge in the market, by promoting the development of knowledge-intensive business projects.

By fostering the creation of technological, scientific and creative-based companies and attracting national and 
international innovation centers, UPTEC contributes to the development of a true knowledge economy in Northern 
Portugal.

UPTEC is divided into thematic centers - Technologies, Creative Industries, Biotechnology and Sea. This allows it to follow a 
strategy of clustering and sharing of resources, offering the specific support the companies actually need, while assuring 
they also benefit from a broader and transversal network of partners and mentors.

Address:

Rua Alfredo Allen, n.º455/461

4200-135 Porto

Portugal

Clara Gonçalves, executive director

 +351 938437004

cgoncalves@uptec.up.pt

www.uptec.up.pt
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•	 Austin Technology Partners

•	 Central Texas Angel Network

•	 Intel Capital

•	 Silverton Partners

•	 Triton Ventures

Austin Venture Funding  

•	 Austin Technology Incubator 

•	 Capital Factory

•	 Medical Innovation Labs

•	 International Accelerator

•	 SKU

•	 Tech Ranch

•	 Tech Stars

Austin Incubators | Accelerators 

Individual Austin Participants
•	 City of Austin

•	 Austin Chamber of Commerce

•	 South by Southwest

•	 PCM

•	 IBM

•	 IC2 Institute
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•	 Austin Technology Partners

•	 Central Texas Angel Network

•	 Intel Capital

•	 Silverton Partners

•	 Triton Ventures
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Austin Venture FundsVF

Austin Technology Partners

Kyle is currently the Managing Partner of Austin Technology Partners. Before starting 
ATP, he was Director of the IT/Wireless & University Development Portfolios of the 
Austin Technology Incubator. Prior to his work at the Austin Technology Incubator, he 
was Managing Director and Principal of PostOak Ventures. He has also served as CEO of 
startup Firefly.

Kyle Cox

Austin Technology Partners

 Central Texas Angel Network

Claire England is Executive Director of Central Texas Angel Network, one of the nation’s 
top angel investing networks. A native Austinite, her background includes 15 years of 
executive and nonprofit leadership. She recently worked on local and international 
startup ecosystem projects for clients including St. Edward’s University and SXSW 
Interactive. She also serves as a public speaker – her latest talk was “Building a Healthy 
Entrepreneur Ecosystem” at Hamburg’s 2014 Reeperbahn Festival.

Previously, Claire served as Executive Director of RISE, hosting a conference series for 
entrepreneurs to exchange ideas with investors and business leaders. She also volunteers 
her time as Founding Advisory Board member for World Economic Forum’s Austin Global 
Shapers.

Claire England

Central Texas Angel Network

 www.centraltexasangelnetwork.
com/
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Austin Venture Funds VF

 Intel Capital

Anupam Srivastava is Treasury Managing Director and investment committee member, 
overseeing Intel Capital investments in ultrabooks, tablets, security, data center software 
and open source software. Previously, he was Director, Intel Capital (India) where he led 
or co-led $50M in investments in mobility, eCommerce, and semiconductors and served 
as Intel Board Observer on seven company boards. Anupam has 15+ years’ experience 
in venture capital, M&A, and startup management in Silicon Valley and in Asia. Before 
joining the venture world, Anupam was a Silicon Valley engineer at Amdhal (Fujitsu) and 
Intel. He holds an MBA from INSEAD and MSEE and BSCS degrees from Michigan State 
University.

Anupam Srivastava

 Intel Capital

www.intelcapital.com

 Silverton Partners

Jon Bassett joined Silverton in 2014. Prior to Silverton, Jon worked with DFJ Frontier 
in Los Angeles, where he focused on seed and early-stage investments in technology, 
software and media. He started his career at Dell, where he gained sales and operational 
experience working with inside sales teams and has since co-founded several startups 
including a long-short equities hedge fund.

Jon Bassett

Silverton Partners

4100 Rio Grande St

Austin 78701

Texas

www.silvertonpartners.com/
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Austin Venture FundsVF

 Triton Ventures

Laura is Founder and Managing Director of Triton Ventures, a venture capital firm focusing 
on spinout and early-stage technology companies. She is also former Entrepreneur in 
Residence at the Herb Kelleher Center for Entrepreneurship at The University of Texas 
at Austin. Ms. Kilcrease co-developed and launched the Austin Technology Incubator 
(ATI), serving as its founding executive director from 1989 to 1996. Prior to her work with 
C2E, Ms. Kilcrease spent almost 20 years in executive management, operating, merging, 
acquiring, turning around, or selling high technology companies for both Fortune 100 
companies as well as emerging firms.

From 1985 to 1988 she was chief operating officer and chief financial officer of Nova 
Graphics International Corporation, a venture-backed software company based 
in Austin. From 1975 to 1984 she was financial and sales manager of Control Data 
Corporation in London, where she was responsible for financial reporting, forecasting, 
and planning for six major business units in the European headquarters of this Fortune 
1000 company.

Laura Kilcrease

 Triton Ventures

6300 Bridge Point Pkwy # 1-500 

Austin 78759

Texas

www.tritonventures.com
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•	 Austin Technology Incubator 

•	 Capital Factory

•	 Medical Innovation Labs

•	 International Accelerator

•	 SKU

•	 Tech Ranch

•	 Tech Stars
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Austin Technology Incubator

Bart Bohn is a lead advisor to all ATI’s IT & wireless companies (once again after serving 
in this role from 2007 – 2011). He is the co-founder of Ravel (acquired by W2O Group 
in 2012) and Embrace (Techstars Austin 2013), both big data analytics startups,  co-
founder, board member, facilitator and mentor of 3 Day Startup, founder of ATI SEAL 
and several entrepreneurship courses at The University of Texas at Austin.

Original pitch coach for SXSW Accelerator and on-going member of Qualifying 
Committee and Co-founder and host of the Entrepreneur Lounge at SXSW.

Former management consultant with Arthur Andersen and BearingPoint, founding 
engagement manager of BearingPoint’s Energy Strategy Practice.

Trinity University for Chemical Engineering and Finance undergraduate degree, The 
University of Texas at Austin for MBA.

Bart Bohn
 Austin Technology Incubator 

(ATI)

IC2  Institute

IT|Wireless portfolio

3925 W Braker Ln

Austin, TX 78759

bbohn@ati.utexas.edu

Austin Technology Incubator

Mitch has been a leader in bringing together government, industry, academia, utility and 
community interests to organize and shape a clean technology and clean energy cluster 
in Central Texas. He  is the Co-Director of the Clean Energy Incubator at the University 
of Texas at Austin. Since 2009 he has served as the lead advisor to Austin Technology 
Incubator (ATI)’s clean energy companies.   Mitch serves as Chairman of the Board of 
the CleanTX Foundation, a cluster development organization for clean technology in 
Central Texas.  He is also the Regional Director for The Clean Tech Open South Central 
Region,  Board member for SXSW Eco, The Environmental Sciences Institute at UT 
Austin, Nature Conservatory, The Austin Young Chamber and the Texas Foundation of 
Innovation & commercialization.  Prior to diving into the clean energy world, Mitch was 
in the computer / IT industry for 25 years.  He founded of Eyes of Texas Partners angel 
investment group, a network of angel investors in Texas that invested in 

Mitch  Jacobson
Co-Director

 ATI Clean Energy Incubator

IC2 Institute

Board Chair, CleanTX 
Foundation

mjacobson@ati.utexas.edu
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Capital Factory

Fred Schmidt is currently co-Director of Capital Factory, heading the international division 
of the incubator. He is a 30-year veteran of the creative industries, both lifestyle and high-
growth. Fred’s early years were spent in Detroit working on-air in radio and in live music.  
That evolved into a marketing and consulting career that began in radio and broadcast 
television, then morphed into being part of the teams that helped define and launch 
top cable satellite programming channels like HBO, MTV and CNN.  Next came work as a 
marketing and operations executive with the cable television systems of Time Inc, Prime 
Cable, and others.

Realizing that cable operators were more in the utility business than the field of 
entertainment (Fred’s passion), he headed into the world of computer games where he 
has worked as an executive partner with MicroProse Software (ipo), ORIGIN Systems / 
Electronic Arts (m&a) and NCsoft North America & Europe (global expansion).  He  is now a 
co-founder/advisor (and was the founding CEO) at Portalarium, the venture-backed ($7M 
Series A) and Kickstarter funded ($2.3M raise) game start up of Fred’s three-time partner, 
Hall-of-Fame game designer and astronaut, Richard Garriott.  Concurrently, Fred is also 
co-Founder/CEO of his family businesses, Wild About Music and Austin Rocks Texas, two 
unique music lifestyle stores and an Internet retailer celebrating 22 years of success in 
downtown Austin.  He has built and run aspects of these and other entertainment and 
technology businesses all across the USA and Europe and continues to do so today through 
his consulting practice, Bullseye Business Development.

Fred is a leader in advancing the business friendship relationship established in 2012 
between Austin and the London (U.K.) Borough of Hackney to catalyze opportunities for 
collaboration between the two cities in technology, creative industries and academia.  Fred 
is a proud naturalized American having been granted political asylum in the USA as a child 
from his native Poland, the factor he attributes to his over-achieving immigrant mentality 
and appreciation of all that is possible in life.

Fred Schmidt

Capital Factory

 701 Brazos St, Suites 500 and 
1600 

Austin, TX 78701

Texas

http://capitalfactory.com/

companies developing innovative products and services in the region.  He was the VP 
of Sales for Tech Data Corporation and Director of Sales, European expansion and ROW 
expansion for Dell for many years. 
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Medical Innovation Labs

Kerry Rupp is Chief Operating Officer at Medical Innovation Labs, a new hub for healthcare 
innovation that commercializes breakthrough medical and clinical research, translating 
discoveries and inventions into products that meaningfully improve patient care.

With over 20 years of executive strategy and operations experience, Kerry has spent much 
of her career helping to launch and grow startup companies. Most recently, she was CEO 
and General Partner at DreamIt Ventures, a top-10 US startup accelerator. During her 
tenure, DreamIt helped launch 165 companies, grew to five cities, raised a $15+M follow-
on fund, and initiated the DreamIt Access and DreamIt Health programs, the latter in 
conjunction with Penn Medicine, Independence Blue Cross, Johns Hopkins University, 
Northrup Grumman, Kaiser Permanente and others. DreamIt companies now have a 
market value of over $550M. Kerry was herself the founder of an online group travel service, 
Holiday Golightly. Before DreamIt, Kerry served in vice president level positions at Jobster, 
Classmates and LexisNexis and was a consultant at McKinsey and Andersen Consulting 
(now Accenture). She also provided marketing, strategy and business development 
consulting to senior executives at AllRecipes, ReadersDigest, Payscale, and Taleo. Kerry 
holds an MBA from Harvard Business School and a BA in Biology from Duke University.

Kerry Rupp

Chief Operating Officer

Medical Innovation Labs

http://www.
medicalinnovationlabs.com/

SKU

Shari Wynne Ressler is an Austin-based entrepreneur and attorney passionate about 
helping people achieve success. Shari is Founder/President of SKU (formerly Incubation 
Station) (www.sku.is), a leading consumer products accelerator that rapidly scales market-
validated brands, Founder/President of MWR Legal (www.mwrlegal.com), a full-service 
law firm representing and connecting innovators, startups and high-growth companies 
since 1996. In 2015, Shari will co-launch the Entrepreneurial Law Bar Association (EBA), 
founded to bring together business counsel worldwide to inform how to represent clients 
and foster growth in the new economy. Shari is an avid mentor, investor, active participant 
in the Austin entrepreneurial ecosystem, and a past-president of the Austin chapter of the 
Entrepreneurs’ Organization (EO) and RISEwomen.

Shari Wynne
SKU HQ

1408 E 13TH ST. 

Austin 78702

Texas

http://www.sku.is/
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Tech Ranch

As a seven-time startup veteran and CEO and Founder of Tech Ranch Austin, a venture 
accelerator for early-stage technology companies, Kevin Koym is a recognized pioneer in 
the startup community whose influence has been felt by over 4,000 entrepreneurs from 20 
countries.

His distinguished career fuels his passion for advising startups, which has seen two $0-to-
$1 million startups and four others that made the $500,000 mark, and a number of “firsts” 
, including the development of the first Internet banking application in 1995 and the first 
large-scale e-commerce application engine, which generated over $2 billion in revenue for 
Dell Computer in the late 1990s. 

Kevin was at the forefront of exploring profile-driven commerce, the use of Linux to secure 
networks, and exploring the feasibility of affective computing. 

His experience working with technology luminary Steve Jobs at NeXT influenced his ability 
to inspire the global entrepreneurs he supports. In 2010, the Association of Information 
Technology Professionals, Austin Chapter, honored Kevin as “Technology Community 
Leader of the Year.” Prior to founding his own companies, and in addition to NeXT, Kevin 
worked for the UT Health Science Center, Southwest Research Institute, Motorola, and 
IBM, earned a degree in Electrical Engineering from the University of Texas, and is an Eagle 
Scout.

Kevin Koym

Tech Ranch

8920 Business Park Dr #250, 
Austin 78759

Texas

http://techranchaustin.com/
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Tech Ranch

Currently, Sandeep is the General Partner of Tech Ranch Austin and focuses on the 
international incubator, accelerator, and entrepreneur development programs of Tech 
Ranch in US, Chile, Singapore, China and Japan. Formerly, Sandeep was the Managing 
Partner of Global Ascent Partners, a Global Consulting Firm with partners in US, China, 
Japan, Taiwan, Singapore and India. At Global Ascent Partners, Sandeep focused on 
providing executive management, investment, sales and operational consulting for 
emerging technology companies in semiconductors, video processing platforms, content 
management and creation and cleantech. He develops and implements global expansion 
strategies.

Sandeep Kumar

Tech Ranch

8920 Business Park Dr #250, 
Austin 78759

Texas

http://techranchaustin.com/

Tech Stars

Brandon is an analyst with Techstars in Austin and is responsible for working with the 
Austin portfolio companies on strategy, business models, financial modeling, fundraising, 
negotiations, and whatever else comes up. 

His previous role as the first hire at Microventures was to help the founder grow the startup 
as the first equity crowdfunding portal. He educated investors on crowdfunding and 
investing in startups, managed deal flow, performed due diligence on potential portfolio 
companies, and created investor collateral for Microventures’ investors. Brandon helped 
grow the firm from less than $100,000 invested to managing nearly $20 million invested, 
an expansion to San Francisco, and seed and series A funding. Microventures is currently 
raising a Series B round. 

Brandon Marker

Tech Stars

http://www.techstars.com/
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•	 South by Southwest
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•	 IBM

•	 IC2 Institute
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Austin Chamber of Commerce

Michele Skelding is Senior Vice President of Global Technology and Innovation 
for the Austin Chamber of Commerce in Austin, Texas. In her current role, she is 
responsible for developing and executing the overall vision for greater Austin 
to achieve recognition as a top global region for technology and innovation, 
company formation and expansion, and top access to venture capital and pri-
vate equity.

Through her leadership initiatives, Michele cultivates emerging and strategic 
growth that identifies next generation trends, as well as the vital creation and 
interconnection of Austin’s best in class entrepreneur ecosystem.

To accomplish this vision, Michele will act as the primary orchestrator of Cham-
ber staff, members, media, technology companies and partner councils to 
perpetuate and improve global technology and innovation leadership present 
and active in the greater Austin area through promotion and recognition  to 
increase Austin's global competitive position.

Individual Austin ParticipantsIP

 City of Austin

Kevin is the Director of Economic Growth and Redevelopment Services at the City 
forAustin.Kevin Johns

Director, Economic Growth and 
Redevelopment Services, City 

of Austin

kevin.johns@austintexas.gov

Michele Skelding 

Senior Vice President 

Global Technology and 
Innovation

mskelding@austinchamber.
com
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South by Southwest (SXSW)

Hugh Forrest serves as the Director of the annual South by Southwest Interactive Festival. 
last held  March 13-17, 2015 in Austin, this event brings together more than 30,000 digital 
creatives from across the United States and around the world. These digital creatives are 
inspired by five days of panels, presentations, brainstorming, networking, deal-making, 
socializing, creating, innovating, and fun. Forrest was named “Austinite of the Year” in 
February 2012 by the Austin Chamber of Commerce (along with fellow SXSW Directors 
Roland Swenson, Louis Black and Nick Barbaro). In June 2014, Forrest and these other 
SXSW Directors were named Austin Entrepreneurs of the Year by Ernst & Young.

In addition to his work at SXSW, he is part of the National Advisory Board for the Poynter 
Institute in St. Petersberg, Florida. He also serves as a trustee for the Austin Awesome 
Foundation.

Hugh Forrest 

Director of the annual South 

by Southwest Interactive 

Festival

www.sxsweco.com

South by Southwest (SXSW)

Peter Lewis is the Manager of International Sales & Exhibitions at SXSW, coordinating 
professional delegations & brand integrations across the music, film, and interactive 
industries from more than over 80 countries. In 2015, Peter helped develop & coordinate 
the production of over 50 international startup sessions during SXSW Interactive and 
oversaw a 30% increase in international exhibitors at SXSW.

Peter has spoken about the event industry as a catalyst for economic development at 
the Pacific Alliance’s Forum on Entrepreneurship & Innovation (LAB4) and about effective 
event integration at the Reeperbahn Conference & Festival and Sweden’s Gyllene Hjulet 
(Golden Wheel). 

Peter Lewis 

Manager of International Sales 

& Exhibitions at SXSW

plewis@sxsw.com

www.sxsweco.com
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IBM

Learning to write and sell code at the ripe age of 13, Marlon eventually joined 
IBM in 1996 as a programmer for the ISSC organization (now Global Business 
Services) in Atlanta, Georgia where he worked on various projects involving 
distributed architectures. In 1998, Marlon joined the SanFrancisco™ Technolo-
gy Center in Austin, Texas. He later became a Senior IT Architect for IBM ISV & 
Developer Relations, where he worked closely with IBM’s Business Partners in 
designing and bringing integrated solutions to market.

Marlon joined the Lotus Software team in 2008 as Product Manager, Same-
time Platform and Solutions in charge of positioning Sametime as a platform 
to enable horizontal and industry-specific solutions, creating an ecosystem of 
offerings built around collaboration with customers and partners.   As of 2012, 
Marlon now leads a core Social Business software team charged with driving 
IBM Sametime from being a mere unified communications platform to becom-
ing the market leading platform in Social Communications, where he is respon-
sible for the product roadmap, technical strategy and execution of the new 
vision.  He holds a B.S. in Computer and Information Sciences from the Universi-
ty of South Alabama.

PCM

As Vice President of Advanced Technology and Regional Chief Technology Officer for 
PCM (formerly PCMall) Phil drives unique value to PCM clients leveraging advanced 
technology solutions to improve efficiency and profitability with the goal of accelerating 
PCM’s hi-value IT solutions into a broader global footprint. 

He’s been immersed in the IT business through his father’s original Business Machines and 
Computing company which hosted an IBM mainframe while developing one of the first 
mini-computers and partnering organizations, later being inducted into the Computer 
Industry Hall of Fame. Working summers at another family business, Data Systems West 
(DSW), he graduated fromUCLA with a B.A. in Economics and transformed DSW from 
retail computer stores to a nationally recognized systems integrator, becoming one of 
Cisco’s first partners in 1992, developing one of the first intranets in 1995, building one 
of the first managed application hosting providers in 1999 and creating one of the first 
smart casinos in 2007.  As CEO, Mr. Mogavero and his team produced incredible return 
on investment combining services and technical expertise across unique business 
solutions resulting in acquisition by PCM in 2009.   As CTO of PCM, Phil was asked to 
develop the advanced solution strategy for the company, comprising datacenter, 
network, application, mobility and services. 

Philip J. Mogavero

Vice President & Regional Chief 
Technology Officer

PCM – Austin, Texas

phil.mogavero@pcm.com

http://investor.pcm.com/

Marlon Machado

Product Manager, Social 
Communications at IBM

marlon@machadonet.us
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IC2 Institute

Richard Amato manages GCG’s program for Jeollabuk-do, South Korea.  Prior to his 
role with GCG, he founded and served as CEO of Venti Energy, a company dedicated to 
increasing the supply of clean and reliable energy.  Previously, Mr. Amato was the director 
of Austin’s Clean Energy Incubator (CEI) since its inception in 2001.  CEI is a program of 
IC² Institute; it provides business and financial services to the clean-energy community 
and specifically to clean-energy startups. In addition to directing CEI and starting Venti 
Energy, Mr. Amato also chaired the Clean Energy Alliance, a national network of clean 
energy incubators. He received his MBA from The University of Texas at Austin and a 
bachelor of science in mechanical engineering from Texas A&M University.

Richard Amato

Global Commercialization 
Grroup (GCG)

ramato@ic2.utexas.edu

IC2 Institute

Dr. Gregory Pogue is Senior Research Scientist at the IC2 Institute of The University of 
Texas at Austin, where he leads research, instructional and implementation programs 
surrounding technology commercialization, early venture creation and entrepreneurship. 
Dr. Pogue has extensive technology commercialization experience through senior 
positions in venture capital, entrepreneurial ventures, technology transfer offices and 
as a scientific innovator. He has held vice president or above positions in six startup 
enterprises: one realized a successful public offering on the NASDAQ Exchange; a second 
was acquired by a Fortune 500 company; three obtained large licensing deals with 
industry leaders; the last is in clinical stage development. He has authored >50 original 
scientific articles and reviews and is an inventor on >35 issued and pending U.S. patents.

Greg Pogue

Global Startup Program 
Portugal

        gpogue@ic2.utexasedu   

IC2 Institute

Chris serves as Program Manager for the IC2 Institute’s UTEN-Portugal program focused on 
international business development for emerging tech ventures seeking first revenues, 
new customers and distribution partners worldwide. He’s held executive roles in Fortune 
500 companies, new startups, and tech incubators and accelerators. He’s a consummate 
dealmaker, leveraging connections across major verticals. He’s coached and mentored 
dozens of entrepreneurs and growth-stage ventures, refining their “Go to Market’”sales 
and distribution strategies.  He’s helped raise over $31MM for clients.  As co-founder of 
Meetrix, a Cloud/SaaS-based venture, Chris helped raise two rounds of $1.5 and $1.2MM 
while winning the 2011 IBM Beacon Award for Cloud Apps.  Prior, he was responsible 
for a $200MM+ P/L for EchoStar/DISH. Chris holds a B.A. in Geology from Mercyhurst 
University and a M.S. in Science & Technology Commercialization from the The University 
of Texas at Austin.

Chris Meyers 

       Global Startup Program 
Portugal

chris.meyers@ic2.utexas.edu



IC2
Institute
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IC2IC2  Institute Staff  

Francisca Aroso

 Visiting Scholar

Coral Franke

Senior Administrative 
Associate

Rodney Klassy

Project Manager

Global Startup Program 
Portugal

Francesca Lorenzini

Research Associate

Global Startup Program 
Portugal

Donovan Miller

Global Startup Program 
Portugal

Esther Orsborn

Administrative Associate

Prentiss Riddle

Senior Systems 
Administrator 

Diane Skubal

Administrator Manager
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